52 TENCATE

Playing for Keeps

Staying Ahead of the Game, TenCate Begins
Making Synthetic Turf Without Using PFAS

e TenCate removes trace amounts of PFAS found in a processing aid used in the
manufacturing process.

e The initiative is the latest advancement for TenCate as the industry leader in
innovation and sustainability.

e ‘We’re dedicated to giving our customers complete peace of mind,” says Joe
Fields, President and CEO of TenCate Americas.

DAYTON, Tenn., Jan. 9, 2024 — TenCate, the world’s leading manufacturer, distributor
and installer of synthetic turf for sports and landscape applications, announced today that
it has achieved yet another significant goal: manufacturing its top-of-the-line artificial
grass without the use of PFAS.

“TenCate has worked tirelessly to eliminate any PFAS from our manufacturing process,”
said Joe Fields, President and CEO of TenCate Americas. “We are dedicated to making
the most innovative, highest quality turf that is both safe and sustainable, and this
advancement is one more pivotal way we are accomplishing our mission.”

As one of its sustainability initiatives, TenCate performed an in-depth review of how it
manufactures its synthetic turf. Engineers discovered a manufacturing processing aid
used in fiber extrusion that contained trace levels of non-soluble PFAS, and were able to
replace it with one that does not contain PFAS.

“It’s important to note that third-party testing of previous versions of our artificial turf
detected only minuscule levels of non-soluble PFAS. These were far lower than the levels
that have been found in common consumer products like dental floss and prescription
medications, and significantly less than that allowed by the Food and Drug
Administration in packaging for food,” Fields said. “We still took action, however,
because we’re dedicated to giving our customers complete peace of mind.”

This is just the latest advancement for TenCate as the industry leader in innovation and
sustainability. Among the company’s other initiatives:

e Launching a groundbreaking new program to recycle end-of-life synthetic turf
across the nation. The initiative, a joint program between TenCate, Cyclyx
International and ExxonMobil, is the first in the U.S. to recycle old synthetic turf
into feedstock that can be used to create new turf and other products. Known as


https://tencategrass.com/

TenCate Turf Recycling Solutions, the initiative is processing aged turf fields from
parks, high schools, colleges and other sites.

e Creating biodegradable infill as a sustainable alternative to rubber infill. TenCate’s
GeoCool™ infill is made from a renewable inorganic mineral that’s 100%
recyclable and non-toxic. TenCate also uses other organic or natural infills,
including those made with cork or walnut shells.

e Manufacturing top-quality turf that offers communities a variety of important
benefits. These include conserving up to 1 million gallons of water per year, per
athletic field; significantly reducing maintenance labor and costs; eliminating the
use of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers on the field; and allowing increased
play and activities year-round in all types of weather.

“We are relentlessly innovating to make cutting-edge turf that exceeds all expectations
for performance,” Fields said. “That means putting quality and sustainability first in
everything we do — from research to design to manufacturing.”

To learn more about TenCate’s commitment to quality and sustainability, visit
www.playingforkeeps.info.

About TenCate

TenCate is the world’s leading manufacturer, distributor and installer of synthetic turf
solutions for sports and landscape applications. TenCate Americas’ headquarters are in
Dayton, Tenn. With manufacturing facilities in the United States, Netherlands, United
Kingdom and the United Arab Emirates, the company serves customers in more than 40
countries with a suite of well-known brands. The company is fully vertically integrated,
which enables it to control the full chain from R&D, through manufacturing, installation,
maintenance and now, recycling. For more information, please visit
www.tencategrass.com.

Media Contact

Erica Rumpke

Director of Marketing, TenCate
513-484-6795
e.rumpke@tencategrass.com


https://turfrecycling.us/
https://geosurfaces.com/geocoolinfill/
https://tencategrass-my.sharepoint.com/Users/shields.thompson/Downloads/between%20500,000%20to%20a%20million%20gallons%20of%20water
http://www.playingforkeeps.info/
https://www.tencategrass.com/

