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Media Release 

 
For immediate release 

Omya and Idwala have established a joint venture in South 
Africa for the distribution of Calcium Carbonate and 
Specialty Chemicals  
 

Oftringen (Switzerland), February 5, 2020. Omya International AG and 
Idwala Industrial Holdings Ltd. have formed a joint venture in South Africa, 
‘Omya Idwala SA’, offering a one-stop-shop experience for their customers 
and principals. The joint venture will have access to a high-quality and 
broad portfolio of Calcium Carbonate and Specialty Chemical products.   

 
Omya Idwala SA will offer a full range of local Idwala products and imported Omya 
products, complemented by a large portfolio of Specialty Chemicals and with strong 
technical application support service. The joint venture will strengthen Omya’s position 
in the growing South African market across all segments building on Idwala’s expertise 
and local knowledge.   
  
“As a leading supplier of high-quality calcium carbonate products and one of the largest 
distributors of specialty chemicals worldwide, we are very excited to significantly 
expand both our chemical products portfolio and our geographical presence in South 
Africa. Idwala, whom we have been enjoying successful cooperation with for many 
years, is the right partner for us in this development.”, comments Harald Pfaller, CEO 
Region Greater South & East of Omya.   
  
Wayne Brown, Managing Director of Idwala, says: “We are delighted to begin the next 
steps in strengthening our Calcium Carbonate and chemicals distribution business in 
our home market. Having combined our forces with Omya we will become an even 
stronger partner to our customers and suppliers in South Africa.”  
  
Omya Idwala SA has offices in Johannesburg, Durban and Cape Town with further 
planned expansion of its sales network in the near future.  
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About Omya  

Omya is a leading global producer of industrial minerals – mainly fillers and 
pigments derived from calcium carbonate and dolomite – and a worldwide 
distributor of specialty chemicals. 
The company provides a wealth of product solutions that contribute to its 
customers' competitiveness and productivity in multiple industries such as 
Construction, Printing & Writing, Technical Polymers, Packaging, Food, 
Personal & Home Care, Pharmaceuticals, Agriculture, Forestry, Water and 
Energy. Founded in 1884 in Switzerland, Omya has a global presence 
extending to more than 175 locations in over 50 countries with 8,000 
employees.  
Committed to implementing the principals of sustainability at all company 
levels, Omya provides added value products and services from responsibly 
sourced materials to meet the essential needs of current and future 
generations.  
www.omya.com 
 

About Idwala 

Idwala is a world-class, market-leading producer and supplier of limestone, lime 
and calcium carbonate in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

In case of questions on the content of this press release, please contact 

 
  

Omya Idwala SA  
Mrs. Natasha De Lange  
General Manager   
+2773 338 8596  
www.omya-idwala.com  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


