PRESS RELEASE
RELEASE
10117THE
Berlin
European
Bioplastics e.V.
NEW
MARKET
POSITIVE
TREND
FOR
BIOPLASTICS
REDUCTION
OFDATA:
SINGLE-USE
PLASTICS
NEEDS
TOTHE
TIE
IN
WITH
INDUSTRY
CIRCULAR REMAINS
ECONOMYSTABLE
ACTIONS AND CONSUMPTION
REALITIES
Marienstr.
19/20, 10117 Berlin
phone +49.30.28 48 23 50
IN EUROPE
fax annual
+49.30.28
48 23 59 data upBerlin,
5 December 2018 – The results of the European Bioplastics’
market

European Bioplastics e.V. Marienstr. 19/20

e-mail ininfo@european-bioplastics.org
date, presented today at the 13th European Bioplastics Conference
Berlin, confirm a staBerlin,
24
October
2018.
The
European
Parliament
approved
today
its
report on
the draft
www.european-bioplastics.org
ble growth of the global bioplastics industry. “The global market web
for bioplastics
is predicted
Directive
on
Marine
Pollution
and
Single-use
Plastics.
“European
Bioplastics
fully
supports
to grow by roughly 25 percent over the next five years“, says Hasso von Pogrell, Managing
the transition
from a Bioplastics.
linear to a “This
circular
economy.
Bioplastics
enable
more sustainable
Director
of European
trend
is possible
thanks to
the increasing
demand
solutions
for
a
range
of
products“,
says
François
de
Bie,
Chairman
of
European
Bioplastics
for sustainable products by both consumers and brands alike, stronger policy support for
(EUBP).“We
agreeand
on the
the continuous
importance efforts
of reducing
plastic
products
where
feasible,
the
bioeconomy,
of thesingle-use
bioplastics
industry
to develop
innovative
but
hygiene
and
food
safety
cannot
be
compromised.
With
regard
to
some
of
the
concerned
materials with improved properties and new functionalities.”
single-use products – such as e.g. plates and cutlery –, biodegradable certified compostable
plastics
provide
an organically
recyclable
alternative“.
The
global
bioplastics
production
capacity is
set to increase from around 2.1 million tonnes in
2018 to 2.6 million tonnes in 2023. Innovative biopolymers such as PLA (polylactic acid) and PHAs
EUBP considers the Parliament’s
decision
to restrict
the use
of single-use
and
plates
as has
not
(polyhydroxyalkanoates)
are driving
this growth.
PHAs
are an
important cutlery
polymer
family
that
sufficiently
considering
the
reality
of
food
consumption
in
Europe.
In
certain
closed-loop
contexts,
been in development for a while and that is entering the market at a larger commercial scale, with
such as canteens,
air travel,
sport andinmusic
events,
an indispensable
efficient
production
capacities
set toorquadruple
the next
five these
years.are
These
polyesters areand
bio-based,
solution to guarantee
safetya wide
and hygiene
for food and
and mechanical
drinks whileproperties.
ensuring at
the samecapatime
biodegradable,
and feature
array of physical
Production
wasteof
collection
andto
recycling.
cities
PLA are set
double by 2023. PLA is a very versatile material that features excellent barrier properties. High-performance PLA grades are an ideal replacement for several conventional
Biodegradable
certified
compostable
plastics fulfil
rigorous requirements and standards
fossil-based
plastics
such
as PS (polystyrene)
and Europe’s
PP (polypropylene).
for health and safety and can be recycled organically together with the food waste.
Bio-based, non-biodegradable plastics, including the drop-in solutions bio-based PE (polyethyEUBPand
fullybio-based
supports PET
the Parliament’s
to restrict
products
made PA
from
oxo-degradable
lene)
(polyethylenesuggestion
terephthalate),
as well
as bio-based
(polyamides),
curplastics,
which
line with
statements
the Parliament
and the
European
Commission
rently
make
up is
forinaround
50earlier
percent
(1 millionby
tonnes)
of the global
bioplastics
production
cain the context
of the EU Plastics
Strategy.
pacities.
The production
of bio-based
PE is predicted to continue to grow as new capacities are
planned to come on line in Europe in the coming years. Intentions to increase production capaConcerning
biodegradability
in thehave
marine
that itinisprevious
an interesting
cities
for bio-based
PET, however,
not environment,
been realised EUBP
at the stresses
rate predicted
years.
property.
However,
it
needs
to
be
clearly
defined
for
which
materials,
products
and
under
which
Instead, the focus has shifted to the development of PEF (polyethylene furanoate), a new polymer
circumstances
property
of added
value.PEF
Improving
waste management
land
and building
that
is expectedthis
to enter
the is
market
in 2023.
is comparable
to PET, but ison
fully
bio-based
and
efficient mechanical
organic
recycling
infrastructures
across
Europe
remain
priority when
it
furthermore
featuresand
superior
barrier
and thermal
properties,
making
it an
idealamaterial
for becomes to
fighting
pollution. polypropylene is expected to enter the market at commercial
verage
bottles.
In marine
2023, bio-based
scale with a strong growth potential.
EUBP looks forward to further constructive discussions with the European Commission, the
Parliament,remains
and thethe
Council
the
upcomingfor
trilogues
in order
to realise
truly sustainable,
Packaging
largestduring
field of
application
bioplastics
with almost
65 apercent
(1.2 million
no-litter,
circular
economy
for
Europe.
tonnes) of the total bioplastics market in 2018. The data also confirms that bioplastics materials
are already being used in many other sectors, including textiles, consumer goods and applications
in the automotive and transport sector as well as the agriculture and horticulture sector.
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The land used to grow the renewable feedstock for the production of bioplastics is estimated to
be 0.8 million hectares in 2018, accounting for less than 0.02 percent of the global agricultural
area of 5 billion hectares. “Land use for bioplastics continuous to be insignificant“ says Francois
de Bie, Chairman of European Bioplastics, “97 percent of all arable land is used for pasture, feed
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Despite the market growth predicted in the next five years, the land use share for bioPRESS
plastics will remain around 0.02 percent. This clearly shows that there is no competition between
the renewable feedstock for food, feed, and the production of bioplastics.
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(EUBP).“We agree on the importance of reducing single-use plastic products where feasible,
European
Bioplastics:
but hygiene
and food safety cannot be compromised. With regard to some of the concerned
European Bioplastics ist die Interessenvertretung der europäischen Biokunststoffindustrie. Zu ihren Mitgliedern zählen Unternehsingle-use
products
– such as e.g. plates and cutlery –, biodegradable certified compostable
men der gesamten Wertschöpfungskette. Die Mitglieder produzieren, verarbeiten und vertreiben Kunststoffe, die aus nachwachplastics
provide
an organically
recyclable
alternative“.
senden
Rohstoffen
bestehen,
biologisch abbaubar
sind, oder
beide Eigenschaften in sich vereinen. Weitere Informationen finden

Sie unter: www.european-bioplastics.org.

EUBP considers the Parliament’s decision to restrict the use of single-use cutlery and plates as not
sufficiently considering the reality of food consumption in Europe. In certain closed-loop contexts,
such as canteens, air travel, or sport and music events, these are an indispensable and efficient
solution to guarantee safety and hygiene for food and drinks while ensuring at the same time
waste collection and recycling.
Biodegradable certified compostable plastics fulfil Europe’s rigorous requirements and standards
for health and safety and can be recycled organically together with the food waste.
EUBP fully supports the Parliament’s suggestion to restrict products made from oxo-degradable
plastics, which is in line with earlier statements by the Parliament and the European Commission
in the context of the EU Plastics Strategy.
Concerning biodegradability in the marine environment, EUBP stresses that it is an interesting
property. However, it needs to be clearly defined for which materials, products and under which
circumstances this property is of added value. Improving waste management on land and building
efficient mechanical and organic recycling infrastructures across Europe remain a priority when it
comes to fighting marine pollution.
EUBP looks forward to further constructive discussions with the European Commission, the
Parliament, and the Council during the upcoming trilogues in order to realise a truly sustainable,
no-litter, circular economy for Europe.

European Bioplastics:
European Bioplastics (EUBP) is the European association representing the interests of the bioplastics industry along the entire
value chain. Its members produce, refine and distribute bioplastics i.e. plastics that are bio-based, biodegradable, or both. More
information is available at www.european-bioplastics.org.
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